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How to use this booklet: 

Each section of this booklet contains:

• Topic overview sheet

• What you need to know

• Key Terms

• Key Thinkers

• Links to Resources 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Completed to help ensure notes are full.

• Notes Prioritisation and Check

• Key questions to use to check your notes are complete and to 

prioritise your knowledge. 

• Quick Question Quiz

• 10 questions to check your understanding

• Consolidation Activity

• To bring together your learning and ensure your understanding. 

• Exam Style Question Tasks

• 10 marker without Item

• Planner and first paragraph. 

• 10 marker with item

• Planner sheet and first paragraph

• 20 Mark Questions 

• Plan and Chain of Reasoning / Filter sheet

• Introduction and first paragraph. 

When completing the booklet you will need 3 different colours. 

❑ Completed without any notes

❑ Completed with notes

❑ Asked for help from Teacher

This will help you to see where there are gaps in your knowledge and areas that 

you need to focus on for your study. 



ISB is up to date and complete well.

ISB is mostly complete which a few tasks to check

ISB is generally complete with some tasks incomplete 

A number of tasks are incomplete or not started 

Far too much is incomplete or not started. 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ Feminist ideas on the role of religion

❑ Evidence through examples of patriarchy in religion.

❑ Evaluation Feminist ideas

FEMINIST VIEW

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Patriarchy 

• Marginalisation

• Piety Movements

• Liberal Protestant 

organisations

• Religious forms of feminism 

• Stain glass ceiling effect

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Woodhead

• Sophie Gilliat-Ray

• Brusco

• Rinaldo

• Holm

• Armstrong

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 9 
- 10 

• Browne: 25
• Collins: 460 - 463
• Hodder: 127 – 129

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

The Sociology 
Tutor 

Adam Walton Revision Hub

Hectic Teacher’s 
A Level Site

Sociology 
Saviour

SOS Sociology 
Tutor2U





NOTE TAKING TASK: Feminist View

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Maintaining Patriarchy 
Women as second-class 

believers
The stained class ceiling. 

How does Mary Daly suggest 

that religion helps to maintain 

patriarchy? 

What phrase does de Beauvoir 

use to describe men and 

women in religion? Where else 

has this phrase been 

encountered in sociology?

What does Karen Armstrong 

mean by the stained-glass 

ceiling? 

In what three main ways are 
women oppressed by religion? 

How are women tricked by 

religion according to De 

Beauvoir? 

How does Armstrong summarise 

women’s legal position in 
religion/marriage?

What examples can you give to 
illustrate Daly’s views? 

What examples does Jean Holm 

give to illustrate that women are 

2nd class believers? 

What evidence is there to 

suggest that there is no longer a 
stained-glass ceiling? 

How does Woodhead criticize 

the idea that women are 
oppressed by religion? 

What evidence is there that 

women are not 2nd class 

believers in all religions? 
How does El Saadawi’s criticize 

the idea that religion is 

patriarchal? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 

Which sociologist saw 
women as second class 

believers? 

In what three ways does 
religion promote 

patriarchy? 

Islamic sociologist that 
suggest that it wasn’t Islam 
that was patriarchal but its 
application in Arab nations. 

What is meant by the 
stained glass ceiling? 

Jean Holm focused no 
which area of female 
oppression  in religion? 

Sociologist associated with 
the stained glass ceiling.

May Daly said that what 
was a necessary condition 
for equality to be achieved 

in monothetic religions? 

Give one evaluation point 
of feminist view of religion?

What is a piety 
movement? 

Identify one way that 
religion could  increase a 

women's status in the 
private sphere. 



CONSOLIDATION TASK

For each of the statements, determine how far you agree with it by colouring in the blocks 

(the more you colour in the more you agree) and explain why.

Statement 
Level of 

Agreement
Why 

Religion maintains 
patriarchy in society by 
legitimising male 
domination of women. 

Religions are not 
patriarchal, it is  the 
culture they appear in 
that is patriarchal. 

Segregated places of 
worship are proof that 
women are considered 
second class believers. 

Women are more likely to 
join a sect or cult 
because of ethical 
deprivation.

Religion tricks women 
into believing that they 
are equal to men in the 
eyes of God and will be 
rewarded for their 
suffering the after life. 



10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two ways that religion could be seen as 
patriarchal [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item

Some sociologists believe that religious ideologies are used to manipulate or control the levers 
so that they think and behave in certain ways that are beneficial to the interests of those in 
power. Althusser, for example, saw religion as part of the ideological state apparatus which 
serves to prevent the majority of people from seeing what he considered to be the true class 
position.

Applying material from the Item analyse two ways in which religious ideologies can 

be seen as serving the interests of a particular social group. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the item  and your own knowledge, evaluate the views that religion 
oppresses and exploits women. [20]

ITEM:

Most feminists argue along similar lines to functionalists and Marxists that religion acts as a 
conservative force, maintaining the status quo. For feminists, that status quo is a patriarchal 
society. Simone De Beauvoir (1953) took a very similar view to traditional Marxists, only 
instead of seeing religion as assisting in the subjugation of the workers, she saw it as 
exploiting and oppressing women. She argued that religious faiths encouraged women to 
be meek, to put up with inequality, exploitation and suffering and doing so will bring 
rewards in the afterlife.

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

FOR AGAINST

Religion oppresses 

and exploits 

women because

Religion doesn’t 

oppress and exploit 

women because

1

2

3

4

Answer 

Arguments Essay



I believe that…

But have you considered….

But what about

But don’t forget that….

You are not listening, 

That might be so but….

Regardless of your objections

I respectfully disagree because…



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ Postmodernist theories on the role of religion

❑ Understand how religion may be changing and adapting in light of a 

postmodern stage of society

❑ Be able to evaluate the usefulness of Postmodern ideas

POSTMODERNIST VIEW

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Spiritual shopping

• Believing  without 

belonging

• Online religion

• Sphere of consumption

• Religious consumerism

• Electronic church

• Vicarious religion

• New Age

• Individualism 

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Lyon

• Davie

• Helland

• Hervieu-Leger

• Ammerman

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 9 
- 10 

• Browne: 25
• Collins: 460 - 463
• Hodder: 127 – 130

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Tutor 2 U Sociology Stuff Revise Sociology 

Esher Sociology Regina McGough In 5 minutes Adam Walton 





NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Key Ideas Evaluation

How does Lyotard describe and criticize religion 

in society?

How does Bruce criticize the postmodernist 

approach to religion in society?

What does Lyon mean by the term spiritual 

shoppers and Pick and mix culture?

What is cultural amnesia?

What evidence is there against the 

postmodernist idea of spiritual shopping?

How does reflexivity and disembedding affect 

religions belief?

What evidence is there that the postmodernist 

view is accurate?

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



What are spiritual 
shoppers?

What does Lyon mean by 
Jesus in Disneyland?

How has religion become 
dis- embedded?

What is meant by religious
consumerism 

Name 2 features of 
postmodernist ideas and 

religion?

Give a strength of 
postmodernist ideas?

Give one criticism of 
postmodernist ideas of 

religion

How might postmodernists 
criticise Functionalists?

Name one study of 
postmodernist thinkers?

What is meant by believing 
without belonging

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



CONSOLIDATION:

Article Analysis:

1. Summarize this article into 50 words. 

2. Complete ALL of the analysis statements

• I noticed..... 
• A question I have is....... 
• I wonder why....... 
• I began to think of..... 
• It seems like....... 
• I can’t really understand..... 
• I’m not sure..... 
• I know the feeling...... 
• I loved the way..... 
• I realised..... 
• I was surprised...... 
• If I were...... 
• I discovered........ 

3. How does this article link to what you have learnt about postmodernist view of religion? 



10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two ways that religion can be seen as 
disembedded [Lyon]. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item

Religion was provided what Berger called a ‘universe of meaning’, and religion acted 

as a ‘sacred canopy’ stretching over Society. These helped people to interpret and 

make sense of the world and their position within it. Religion gave some focus, order 

and meaning to their lives, and protecting them from the uncertainties of Life. 

However, in many contemporary societies, religion is losing this role for a lot of people.

Applying material from the item, analyse two reasons why for many people, religion 

may no longer be acting as a ‘universe of meaning’ and  is a ‘sacred canopy’ 

today. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the item  and your own knowledge, evaluate the usefulness of 
postmodernism in explain religion in society today. [20]

ITEM:

Some sociologists claim that Society has entered a new era, that of postmodernity, in which 
religion and spirituality take on new forms. In postmodern society, tradition loses its influence 

over people. Consumption and choice become more important, and people are free to 
choose their identity and their beliefs. Postmodern Society is increasingly globalised, and 

the media and information technology become more much more important, for example 
moving religious ideas and images out of their traditional physical home in churches and 
making them available around the globe. However, other sociologists argue that these 

trends merely promote secularization.

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

FOR AGAINST

Postmodernism is 

useful because

Postmodernism is 

not useful because

1

2

3

4

Answer 

Arguments Essay



I believe that…

But have you considered….

But what about

But don’t forget that….

You are not listening, 

That might be so but….

Regardless of your objections

I respectfully disagree because…



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ Functionalist ideas of how religion acts as a conservative force.

❑Conflict theories on how religion acts as a conservative force. 

❑ Evaluation of religion as a conservative force. 

RELIGION AS A CONSERVATIVE FORCE

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Value Consensus

• Patriarchy

• Ruling Class Ideology

• Ideological State 

Apparatus

• Spiritual Gin

• Opium of the Masses

• Discipline 

• Vitalising

• Euphoric

• Civil Religion

• Psychological Functions

• Mystic Fog

• Status Quo

• Social stability

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Durkheim

• Parsons

• Bellah

• Malinowski

• Marx

• Althusser

• De Beauvoir

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 5
• Browne: 8 - 9
• Collins: 432 - 436
• Hodder: 116 - 117

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Hectic 
Teacher’s Site

Revise 
Sociology

Get Revising 

The Sociology Tutor Revision Hub





WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The ways in which religion can be a force of social change. 

❑ The work of Weber and the Protestant work ethic.

❑Case Studies of religion being used as a form of social protest

RELIGION AS A FORCE FOR CHANGE OR PROTEST

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Protestant Work Ethic

• Calvinism

• Fundamentalism

• Predestination

• Divine Transcendence

• Asceticism

• Vocationalism

• Hinduism

• Confucianism

• Liberation Theology

• Hegemony

• Salvation Panic

• Duel Character

• Caste System

• Civil rights Movement

• New Christian Right

• Millenarian Movement

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Weber

• Engles

• Bloch

• Gramsci

• Maduro

• Bruce

• Giddens

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 
13 - 16

• Browne: 26 - 28
• Collins: 456 - 479
• Hodder: 134 - 138

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

The Sociology 
Tutor 

Adam Walton Esher 
Sociology

Hectic Teacher’s 
A Level Site

Sociology 
Saviour

Revise Sociology
Sociology 

Central







NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Religion as a conservative 

force

Religion as a force for 
change

Religion and Social Protest

How do the functionalists 

believe that religion acts as a 

conservative force? (Durkheim, 

Parsons & Malinowski)

How does Weber believe that 

religion can be an agent of 

social change?
It what ways does Bruce 

suggest that religion is an 

ideological resource?What does interactionist Berger 

mean by a universe of meaning 

and how does this help religion 
act as a conservative force?

Describe how Calvinism can 

show how religion can be a 

force of change?
How do the Marxists believe 

that religion acts as a 
conservative force?

Explain the role that religion 

played in each of the following 

social protests:

• American Civil Rights 

Movement

• Liberation Theology

• The Christian Right

• Millenarian Movement

How do the feminists believe 

that religion acts as a 
conservative force? What other examples are there 

of religion acting as a force for 

social change?
What do Stark and Bainbridge 

mean by religion being a 

compensator and how does this 

maintain social stability?

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



What are the four 
functions of religion in 
society according to 

Durkheim?

What does Lyon mean by 
Jesus in Which sociologist is 

associated with Civil 
Religion? ?

What is meant by religion 
as a compensator?

What is meant by the term 
collective conscience?

What are the main two 
ways that religion can be 

seen as a conservative 
force? 

What did Marx mean by 
Religion being the Opium 

of the People? 

What does Berger mean by 
religion providing a 

“Universe of Meaning”? 

What is a Theodicy? 

Give two criticisms of 
religion as a conservative 

force.

Give two ways that religion 
could be seen as 

maintaining patriarchy. 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS: Conservative Force.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



What is meant by 
Ascetism? 

How does religion have a 
duel character? 

Give one criticism of 
Weber’s ideas of religion 

and social change.

What is the Millenarian  
Movement

Which sociologist is 
associated with Liberation 

theology? 

What reasons can be 
given for the lack of 

success by the Christian 
new Right? 

How does Hinduism and 
Confucianism differ from 

Calvinism?

What are the four Calvinist 
beliefs that helped lead to 

the rise of capitalism? 

What is meant by Salvation 
Panic? 

Which religion can be 
used to demonstrate the 
duel nature of religion? 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS: Force for Change or Protest

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



Religion is a conservative force

YOUR OPINION

CONSOLIDATION TASK

Find arguments for each statement and then write a paragraph explaining your opinion. 

There should be at least 4 points for each statement. 

Religion is a force of social 
change or protest



10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two ways in which religion may act as 
an agency of social control. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item

Although many sociologists argue religion is a conservative force, there are also those 

who argue that religion can lead to social change. That social change might be an 

unintended consequence of the ideas put forward by religion, or else specific religious 

teachings might encourage people to campaign to change society. 

Applying material from the item, two ways in which religion can lead  to social 

change. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the item  and your own knowledge, evaluate the view that religious 
beliefs and organisations are barriers to social change. [20]

ITEM:

Many sociologists argue that religious beliefs and organisations act as conservative forces 
and barriers to social change. For example, religious doctrines such as the Hindu belief in 
reincarnation or Christian teachings on the family have given religious justification to 
existing social structures. Similarly, it is argued that religious organisations such as churches 
are often extremely wealthy and closely linked to elite groups and power structures.

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

FOR AGAINST

Religion is a barrier 

to social change 

because 

Religion is not a 

barrier to social 

change because

1

2

3

4

Answer 

Arguments Essay



I believe that…

But have you considered….

But what about

But don’t forget that….

You are not listening, 

That might be so but….

Regardless of your objections

I respectfully disagree because…



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The ways in which religion can be a force of social change. 

❑ The work of Weber and the Protestant work ethic.

❑Case Studies of religion being used as a form of social protest

RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• New Age 

• Church

• Sect

• Denomination

• Cult

• New religious movements

• New Age Movements

• World rejecting 

• World accommodating

• World affirming

• Audience cults

• Client Cuts

• Marginality

• Relative Deprivation

• Secularisation

• Anomie

• Globalisation

• Protest

• Status Frustration

• Theodicy of Disprivilege

• Sectarian Cycle 

• Denomination or Death

• Generational

• Protestant Ethic Effect

• Initial Fervour

• Denominationalism

• Conversionist

• Adventist

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Troeltsch

• Niebuhr

• Stark and Bainbridge 

• Weber

• Barker

• Wilson

• Bauman

• Castells

• Herberg

• Hervieu-Leger

• Bruce

• Wallis

• Aldridge

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 9 
- 10 

• Browne: 25
• Collins: 460 - 463
• Hodder: 127 – 129

WEBSITES

Hectic Teacher’s 
A Level Site

Revise Sociology

Sociology Stuff
Tutor2U

VIDEO CLIPS

Revision Hub Adam Walton Sociology Tutor









NOTE TAKING TASK: Religious Organisations 

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Religious Organisations Growth of NRMS Dynamics of Sects 

For each of the following:

• Define what they are,

• Size

• Identify characteristics,

• Subtypes

• Examples

1. Churches

2. Denominations

3. Sects

4. Cults

5. New Religious Movements

6. New Age Movements

For each of the following 

explain how they have 

contributed to the growth of 

NRM's:

• Practical and Pragmatic 

Reasons (Heelas, Wallis and 

Barker)

• Globalisation and the Media 

(Baudrillard)

• Anomie and Social Change 

(Wilson)

• Secularisation (Giddens & 

Bruce)

• Marginalisation (Weber, Stark 

& Bainbridge)

• Relative Deprivation (Stark & 

Bainbridge)

• Postmodernism (Lyotard and 

Bauman)

• Social Protest (Glock and 

Stark)

• Status Frustration (Wallis and 

Barker)

Explain how each of the follow 

lead to Sects being short lived:

• Problems maintaining 

commitment.

• Loss of the leader.

• Changing circumstances of 

members.

• Religions Diversity and 

Postmodernism.

Explain Aldridge's examples of 

when and why sects are not 

always short lived. 

What does Wilson mean by 

Conversionist Sects? Give 

examples.

What does Wilson mean by 

Interversionist or Advent Sects? 

Give examples. 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



Give three characteristics 
of a church 

Give two reasons why 

people join NRM’s 

What is the difference 
between a Sect and Cult? 

What is an Adventist Sect?

What are the four stages 
of the sectarian cycle? 

What reason does Wilson 
give for people joining 

NRM’s? 

What might explain the 
growth of world rejecting 

NRM’s? 

Since the 1960’s World 
rejecting NRM’s have 
mainly recruited from 
which social group? 

What is meant by the term 
theodicy of disprivilege? 

Give the four main reasons 
that sects are short lived. 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 





10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two reasons why young middle class university 
educated people were attracted to sects in the 1970s. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item
Contemporary Western societies involve a wide diversity of religious, spiritual and other beliefs. 
Postmodernists see the beliefs that people hold as purely a personal matter. They can go 
spiritual and religious shopping, and pick and mix religious beliefs to suit their own lifestyles 
without long-term commitment to any religion or religious organisation. This means that many 
religious cults and sects are short lived, as a consumer tastes and fashions change.

Applying material from the item, two influences on whether a religious sect or cult is 

short lived or long lived. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the Item and your own knowledge, evaluate sociological 
explanations for the existence of sects cults and new religious movements. [20]

ITEM:
There is a wide variety of different kinds of religious and spiritual organisations and 

movements in today's society. As well as the major churches, there are now also a large 
number of sects, cults and new religious movements that lie outside the traditional religious 

mainstream. These terms cover a diverse range of groups, some of which offer their 
followers worldly success, while others are resolutely hostile to wider society. Some have 

particular appeal to the poor and oppressed, but others draw support from more affluent 
groups.

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

Answer 

Relative Importance Essay



Which explanation is the best one? 

1) Identify the four explanations that you re going to discuss.
2) At each level decide which one you are going to drop and then explain why.

3) The one that is left at the end if your best explanation.  
Task


