
Beliefs in 
Society

Part 1:

a) Key Concepts in Beliefs 

b) Ideology, Science and Religion

c) Functionalist view of religion

d) Marxist View of Religion

e) Neo – Marxist View of religion. 
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How to use this booklet: 

Each section of this booklet contains:

• Topic overview sheet

• What you need to know

• Key Terms

• Key Thinkers

• Links to Resources 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Completed to help ensure notes are full.

• Notes Prioritisation and Check

• Key questions to use to check your notes are complete and to 

prioritise your knowledge. 

• Quick Question Quiz

• 10 questions to check your understanding

• Consolidation Activity

• To bring together your learning and ensure your understanding. 

• Exam Style Question Tasks

• 10 marker without Item

• Planner and first paragraph. 

• 10 marker with item

• Planner sheet and first paragraph

• 20 Mark Questions 

• Plan and Chain of Reasoning / Filter sheet

• Introduction and first paragraph. 

When completing the booklet you will need 3 different colours. 

❑ Completed without any notes

❑ Completed with notes

❑ Asked for help from Teacher

This will help you to see where there are gaps in your knowledge and areas that 

you need to focus on for your study. 
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ISB is up to date and complete well.

ISB is mostly complete which a few tasks to check

ISB is generally complete with some tasks incomplete 

A number of tasks are incomplete or not started 

Far too much is incomplete or not started. 
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Complete this section 

More detail required

Use different colours
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The features of a Religion

❑ Different types of religions 

❑ Definitions of religion

❑ Substantive

❑ Constructionist

❑ Functional

KEY CONCEPTS IN BELIEFS

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Substantive definitions

• Constructionist 
definitions

• Sacred

• Profane

• Totemism

• Theistic

• New Age Movements

• Animism

• Fundamentalism

• Secularisation

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Durkheim

• Aldridge

• Weber

• Berger

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 5
• Browne: 8 - 9
• Collins: 432 - 436
• Hodder: 116 - 117

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Crash Course Adam Walton Audiopedia

Hectic Teacher’s 
A Level Site

Future Learn

Revise Sociology
Tutor2U





NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Types of Religion Definitions of Religion Key Terms to Learn

What are the 5 features of 

religion in accordance with the 

substantive and exclusivist 

definitions?

What are the strengths and 

limitations of each definition 

above?

• Religiosity 

• Fundamentalism

• Secualirsation 

• Ideology

• Theology 
What is a Theistic Belief system? 

Give examples.

What is the Functional/ 

Inclusivist definition of religion? 

What is the Constructionist 

definition of religion?  

What are New age Movements? 

Give examples

What is the Substantive/ 

Exclusive definition of Religion? 

What is meant by Animism?

What is Totemism? Give 

examples

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



What is meant by 
Totemism?

What does Berger mean 
by Sacred Canopy?

Which sociologist is 
associated with the 

Constructionist definition of 
religion?

What are the 5 features of 
religion? 

What are the two types of 
theistic religions?

What is meant by the term 
Animism?

Give one criticism of the 
substantive definition of 

religion.

Give one criticism of the 
functional definition of 

religion. 

What is a new age 
movement? 

Which sociologist is 
associated with the idea 

of totemism? 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



CONSOLIDATION: 

Collins – Activity page 430 - 432

Answer all the questions in full and complete sentences and at least 

three sentences for each answer. 

https://1drv.ms/b/s!AlFYiXhMxWccsjzStp3JeOi9ctRF?e=xB5EHl


10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two ways of defining religion. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The difference between an open and closed system of belief. 

❑ The elements of self sustaining belief system. 

❑ Explanations of religion as an ideology according to:

❑ Marxists, Feminists, Postmodernists, Mannheim.

❑ The CUDOS norms & Core principals of science

❑ Sociological views of scientific knowledge. 

❑ The impact of science on religion

BELIEF AND IDEOLOGY

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Ideology 
• Denial of legitimacy
• Subsidiary Explanation
• Circularity
• Science
• Religion
• Azande
• Utopia
• Free Floating 

Intelligentsia
• Verification 
• Falsification
• Paradigm
• CUDOS
• Open System
• Closed System

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Polanyi
• Herberg
• Evans-Pritchard
• Mannheim
• Horton
• Popper
• Kuhn
• Woolgar
• Knorr-Cetina
• Lyotard
• Oakley
• Michalowski & Kramer

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 
59 - 64

• Browne: 4 - 15
• Collins: 436 - 443
• Hodder: 118 - 122

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Hectic 
Teacher’s A 

Level Site

Sociology 
Saviour 

Revise 
Sociology -

Science

Tutor2U - Ideology

Revision Hub -
1

Revision Hub -
2

Revision Hub -
3

Adam Walton 







NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Belief Systems Ideology Science and religion

What is meant by a belief 

system? 
What is an ideology? What are the 5 core principal of 

science? 

How can religion be defined as 

an open and closed belief 

system? 

What is the Marxist view of 

ideologies? 

What are Merton’s CUDOS 

norms of science?

How can science be defined as 

an open and closed system? 

What is the pluralist view of 

ideologies? 

Describe the sociology of 

scientific knowledge. 

(Interpretivism, Conflict theory 

and Postmodernism) 

What does Polanyi mean by self 

sustaining beliefs? 

What is the feminist view of 

Ideologies?

What are Aldridge's 3 stages of 

transition from religious to 

scientific explanations. 

How does Evans – Pritchard 

exemplify these ideas using the 

Azande and their belief in 

witchcraft? 

What does Mannheim mean by 

a world view and what are the 

two types of world view? 

What is the impact of science 

on Religion? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



What is meant by a free-
floating intelligentsia? 

What are the three stages 
of transition to scientific 

explanation according to 
Aldridge? 

What are the three 
elements of a self 

sustaining belief system? 

What are the CUDOS
norms? 

What is meant by 
falsification? 

What is meant by internal 
secularisation? 

What is one impact of 
science on Religion? 

What is the difference 
between an open and 

closed system? 

Which sociologist is 
associated with self 

sustaining belief systems? 

Which sociologist is 
associated The Little Green 

Men theory? 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 





10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two ways in which science is not as 
open as it claims. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item

Both science and religion are belief systems that involve sets of knowledge-claims: that 

is, statements that claim to offer explanations of why things are as they are. For 

example, science uses concepts such as germs to explain why people fall ill from 

infectious diseases, while some religions use ideas such as the will of God to explain 

human illness and suffering.

Applying material from the item, analyse two differences between science and 

religion as belief systems. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the Item and your knowledge, evaluate sociological 

explanations of the nature and role of ideology. [20]

ITEM:
The term ideology usually refers to a belief system that serves the interests of a particular 

social group or class. For example, Marxists argue that The Ruling Class use ideologies that 
would trade inequality is inevitable and or desirable. By doing so, they seek to persuade 

subordinate classes to accept the dominance of The Ruling Class over Society. Institutions 
such as religion, the media and education play an important role in creating ideology. From 

a functionalist perspective civil religion and political beliefs such as nationalism may be 
seen as ideologies that combine to society together. 

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

1

2

3

4

Answer 

Relative Importance Essay



Which explanation is the best one? 

1) Identify the four explanations that you re going to discuss.
2) At each level decide which one you are going to drop and then explain why.

3) The one that is left at the end if your best explanation.  
Task



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ Outline and evaluate different definitions of religion including the difference between 

substantive, Functional and Constructionist definition's

❑ Functionalist theories on religion

❑ Key Functionalist thinkers and ideas

❑ Evaluation of Functionalist ideas

FUNCTIONALIST VIEW

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Substantive definitions

• Constructionist 
definitions

• Sacred

• Profane

• Totemism

• Civil religion 

• Collective conscience

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Durkheim

• Aldridge

• Malinowski

• Parsons

• Bellah

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 5 
- 8

• Browne: 16 - 21
• Collins: 446 - 450
• Hodder: 123 - 124

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Hectic 
Teacher’s A 

Level Site

Sociology 
Saviour 

Revise 
Sociology 

Tutor2U

Esher Sociology The Sociology 
Tutor

Revision Hub Adam Walton 





NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Overview and Durkheim   Thinkers views Evaluation

What is the purpose of religion in 

society according to the 

functionalists?

For what two occasions did 

Malinowski suggest religion was 

used for?

How does a multifaith society 

critique Durkheim's ideas of 

social solidarity?

What What is the difference 

between sacred and profane 

objects?

What does Bellah mean by civil 

religion? 
Why might Malinowski not be 

generalisable to whole 

societies?
How did Durkheim suggest the 

Totem Pole works to worship 

society?

When is Bellah writing, and what 

is the social context of America 

at the time?

How do sacred symbols 

represent a societies collective 

conscious? 

What non-religious holidays 

does America have?
Why might conflict theorists 

critique Parsons’ work on 

religion?

What are the cognitive 

functions of religion according 

to Durkheim? 

What functions did Parsons say 

religion offered? What does Hamilton mean by 

religion being dysfunctional? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



With which theory of 
religion focuses on the 

positive role it has to play?

What are the two 
psychological functions of 

religion according to 
Malinowski?

Which sociologist is  of with 
the idea of civil religion?

What is meant by religion
reinforcing the collective 

conscience?

How could postmodernists 
criticise the Functionalist 

ideas?

Give 5 examples of how 
religion may be positive for 

the individual and/or 
society

Give one criticism of 
Durkheim’s ideas of the 

sacred and profane

Give one criticism of the 
Functionalist theories of 

religion 

How might football be 
likened to religion?

What is meant by 
cognitive functions of 

religion?

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



CONSOLIDATION:CONSOLIDATION: 

Answer each of the questions that follow making sure that you include the 
compulsory elements and 3 from the pick and mix elements. 

Mandatory requirements Pick and Mix

Question 1:

To what extent does religion 

help to maintain social 

cohesion and solidarity? 

❑ At least 6 sentences per 

answer. 

❑ A clear answer to the 

question. 

❑ At least 3 elements of the 

pick and mix list. 

1. A sentence that starts with 

a Verb.

2. A sentence that is 8 words 

long.

3. A 4-syllable word.

4. A sentence that contains a 

rhetorical question. 

5. A sentence that contain 

alliterations

6. A sentence with 3 

adjectives. 

7. A sentence that contains a 

simile

8. A 3-syllable word

9. A sentence that contains a 

metaphor.

10.A sentence that contains 

onomatopoeia

Question 2:

To what extent do you agree 

with Bellah’s idea of civil 

religion in modern society? 

Question 3:

Do the psychological functions 

of religion still have a place in 

modern society? 



10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two ways that religion can support and 
maintain social solidarity and cohesion. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item

Religion and definitions of it are by no means universally agreed. Some sociologists 

argue religion has a positive role to unity people and keep them on the straight and 

narrow in times of crisis. Other macro sociologists tend to investigate how religion 

legitimates and reproduces inequality for individuals and society.

Applying material from the item, analyse two analyse two functions of religion. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the item  and your own knowledge, evaluate functionalist 
explanations of the nature and role of religion. [20]

ITEM:
Many functionalist sociologists argue that religion is a ‘universal’ feature of social life. In their 

view, this is because it performs indispensable function without which society would to 
centigrade. It symbolises the power of society and it's shared rituals instil a sense of solidarity and 

loyalty to the community, and it legitimizes society’s central values. Religion also performs 
important psychological functions, answering ‘ultimate’ questions and enabling individuals to 

cope with emotional stress and thus continue performing the roles society requires of them. 
However, critics argue that functionalists ignore the negative aspects of religion and that 

functional definitions of religion disregard the particular nature of religious belief.

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

FOR AGAINST

It is a good 

approach 

because…..

It is not a good 

approach 

because…

1

2

3

4

Answer 

Arguments Essay



I believe that…

But have you considered….

But what about

But don’t forget that….

You are not listening, 

That might be so but….

Regardless of your objections

I respectfully disagree because…



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ Marxists theories of religion

❑ Understand religion as ideology

❑ Understand how religion is linked to alienation

❑ Evaluation of Marxist ideas.

MARXIST VIEW

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Religion as ideology

• Opium of  the masses

• False consciousness 

• Alienation 

• Capitalism

• False Class Consciousness 

• Compensation 

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Marx 

• Engels

• Lenin

• Feurerbach

RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 8 
- 9

• Browne: 21 - 23
• Collins: 450 - 453
• Hodder: 125 - 126

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Hectic 
Teacher’s A 

Level Site

Sociology 
Saviour 

Revise 
Sociology 

Tutor2U

Esher Sociology The Sociology 
Tutor

Revision Hub Adam Walton 





NOTE TAKING TASK

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Religion as an 

Ideology

Religion as a 

product of 

alienation

Opium of the 

masses
Evaluation

How does Engles argue 

that socialism and 

Christianity have similar 

features?

What is meant by 

alienation in Marxist 

theory? What is an opium den, 

and why does Marx 

describe religion as 

opium?

How does Halevy 

support Marx’s theory?

Why are Leach and 

Hook critical of the 

church?

What are the 3 ways 

religion provides an 

answer for Alienation?

How does 

secularisation suggest 

a weakness in Marxist 

theory?

How does religion 

legitimise social 

inequality? 

In what three ways is 

religion like opium?

What is a problem with 

measuring class 

consciousness?

Can you provide 3 

applications/examples 

for the 3 solutions?

How does religion 

legitimise the power of 

the ruling class?
How might feminists 

criticize traditional 

Marxist theory on 

religion?

What phrase does 

Lenin use to describe 

religion and what did 

he mean by it? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



What are the two major 
functions of religion 

according to Marxists?

Which sociologist is
associated with the idea 

of religion being a spiritual 
gin?

What is meant by religion
being the opium of the 

masses?

In what ways does Engels 
see Christianity and 
Socialism as similar? 

Give 2 strengths of Marxist 
ideas of religion

How does Althusser 
criticise Marxist ideas on 

religion?

How does religion legitimise 
the power of the ruling 

class? 

How do Abercrombie , Hill 
and Turner criticise the 

Marxist theory of religion? 

In what three ways is 
religion like opium? 

How could you use 
postmodernist ideas t 
criticise Marxists here?

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



CONSOLIDATION TASK

For each of the statements, determine how far you agree with it by colouring in the blocks 

(the more you colour in the more you agree) and explain why.

Statement 
Level of 

Agreement
Why 

Religion creates more 
conflict then it does 
Cohesion. 

Religion is a product of 
Alienation.

Marxist theory of religion 
is too deterministic to be 
useful. 

Religion legitimises and 
normalises social 
inequality. 

Religion is like Gin or 
Opium as suggested by 
Marx and Lenin. 



10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two criticisms of the Marxist theory of 
religion. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH



10 Mark with Item Planner

Command Words Topic Focus

Item

One view of religion sees it as a unifying force, binding individuals together and 

integrating them into the values of their Society. An opposing view see is religion as 

essentially based on conflict, helping to maintain an unequal Society and preventing 

Birds at the bottom from seeing their true class position.

Applying material from the item, analyse two differences between functionalist and 

Marxist views on the role of religion in Society. [10]

Deconstruct the 
question

Think of possible 
answers

Look for hooks in 
the Item

Write the 
paragraph.

FIRST PARAGRAPH



Applying material from the item  and your own knowledge, evaluate Marxist views of the 
nature and role of religion. [20]

ITEM:

Marxist sociologists tend to take a negative view of the nature of religion and its role in 
society. For example, Marx regards religion as the product of the alienation that is found in 
all class societies. In his view, it's role is to act as an ideology that keeps the proletariat 
subordinated. Religion acts like a drug to dull the pain of exploitation and oppression. 
However, religion may also be a channel through which people protest against these 
conditions and make demands for change.

Command Words Topic Focus Evaluation Stem

Context 

Background Definition Trend

Content 

FOR AGAINST

It is a good 

approach 

because…..

It is not a good 

approach 

because…

1

2

3

4

Answer 

Arguments Essay



I believe that…

But have you considered….

But what about

But don’t forget that….

You are not listening, 

That might be so but….

Regardless of your objections

I respectfully disagree because…



RESOURCES

• Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend: 
16 – 18 

• Collins: 453 - 456

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

❑ The dual nature of Religion 

❑ How religion can be a force for change. 

❑ Liberation Theology

❑ Evaluation of Neo Marxist Theory. 

NEO-MARXIST VIEW

KEY TERMS FOR THIS TOPIC 

• Liberation Theology

• Relative Autonomy

• Hegemony

• Dual Consciousness

• Political Protest

• Organic Intellectual

KEY SOCIOLOGISTS

• Maduro

• Gramsci 

• Casanova

• Martin Luther King

• Gandhi

WEBSITES

VIDEO CLIPS

Esher 
Sociology 

Adam Walton Revision Hub

Hectic Teacher’s 
A Level Site

Sociology Stuff

Revise Sociology
Tutor2U





NOTE TAKING TASK: Neo-Marxist View

To ensure that your notes are complete and cover all the necessary content, 
you need to make sure that you are answering each of the questions below. 

Dual Nature of religion
Religion as a force for 

social change
Evaluation 

How does neo-Marxism criticize

Marxist theory of religion? 

How does Maduro see religion 

as a force of change? 

How does secularization limit 

neo-Marxist theory of religion? 

What does Bloch mean when 

he refers to the dual nature of 
religion? 

What is liberation Theology? Have any of these movements 

been successful in bringing 

around social change? 

What is the principal of hope? 

How are the following good 

examples of neo-Marxist theory 

of religion:

Civil Rights movement

Iranian Revolution.

Catholic movement in 

Poland 1980’s. 

Ghandi and Indian 
Independence.

Why would a traditional Marxist 

say all these movements had 

failed?

How did Gramsci summarise the 
role of religion?

What is an organic intellectual? 

PRIORITISATION 
Once you have taken your notes, colour code the question according to your 
level of confidence. 

Don’t get it Need some help Fairly confident I got this!



In what way do the Neo-
Marxists agree with 

Marxism? 

What does Bloch means 
by the term “Principal of 

Hope”?

What is the Liberation 
Theology? 

Who is Father Camillo 
Torres?

In what ways do the Neo-
Marxists criticise the Marxist 

view of religion?

What is the dual nature of 
religion? 

Give one criticism of neo-
Marxist view of religion. 

What does Gramsci mean 
by religion having 

individual autonomy? 

According to Maduro how 
does religion act as a 

force for social change? 

Give one strength of the 
neo-Marxist view of 

Religion. 

KNOWLEDGE CHECK QUESTIONS.

Complete the following questions firstly without your notes and then check using your notes. 



CONSOLIDATION: PEAEL Paragraphs

For each of the questions that follow you need to write a response which  
includes each of the PEAEL elements highlighted or underlined (you can use  
different colours)

Questions:

1. In what way does religion have a duel nature? 

2. In what way does liberation theology prove 
religion can be a force of change? 

3. How does secularisation theory limit neo-
Marxist theory of religion? 

STRUCTURE

Point - state a reason why  
you have come to your  
answer.

Explain – Justify your  
answer.

Apply – Give evidence to
back up your answer.

Evaluation – show  
awareness of the counter  
argument.

Link – Restate your answer.



10 Mark No Item Planner

Outline and explain two differences between Marxist and 
Neo-Marxist views of Religion. [10]

FIRST PARAGRAPH


